JOURNAL OF OUR DOTNGS
AJUES 7. €. LAIRD
(Boru 12 Vovember 1575,
Willie Parkoer boru E ugauct 1877)

Stanted at Gowanfield, (Cricf,
2lot Augast, 1900

"The lfe of every man o a diary in which he means to
wnite one otony, & wnites another; & lia hunbleat houwn o
when le compares the volume as & s with what he
wowed o make it"

9. M. Barnie



7 amote my diary factlijully tll Slot December 1595,
wcthin oar famdily & cincle of friends. Hthough it may
be of wo iuteredt to othens, otill 7 shall wnite it for my
own pleasare, becaude when 7 am old 7 may lite to look
back ufpon the days of oun youth

Wethin thes last year & haly. great changes have taken
place, what has touched us modt neanly being the death
of Wellée. our only brother. That wae the finet break in
car family, the finet time death hae uioited our house -
00 peacefl, calm, who now would be afraid?

9 will ancte down the events as unearly comect as 9 can
remember & only principal oncs do 7 nemember. Ou the
15tk of January 1899 Willee turned cuddenty . T2
hastily gat finee it & pouttices made. Dr. Laved came
at 5 a.m. & waited till seven. Tt was a very severe
attack of congestion of the lungs, but by moruing the
danger was over. A Dr. Widdleton from Glasgow
came down to consult with Dr. Lacrd. The inmediate
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Fon tnee months lhe was bept indoons, moedtly apstains,
but by Moy, wae allowed o go out for a uery little
gucer exercide.

Papa turned suddenty dl about the middle of March.
Maggie lad aranged to go o Gevmany with Eliza
Begy & Maggie Swan oun the 25th. By that time
Papa was getting better. on the facn way to
convalescence, do dhe was alble to get. They stayed in
Léepzig for thnee months. Papa, mamma & Wellie bad
a wice week's holiday at Pitlactnic in June, thea in July
Papa & WMamma went over to Gevnany to bring
Maggie liome, leaving us alone. They pent about a
mouth travelling from place to place - Papa coming
tome guite strong & well again.

9 am forngetting things - it o difficalt to remember
evenything according to date. Rev. 4.1, 8. Patterson
was inducted to oun U. P. Chanch on the 25th of May
- tis calling thaving been quite ananimons.

Papa & Wamma's Sctuer Wedding was ou the S0t
June. bz we ouly celetrated it veny guictly o perhafpe
dome people would say wot at all - we five at home.



Wellée was fainly stroug again by July - althougt we
bonews the mudt non take any violent exercise or anything to
Many Laind stayed with ws thnee for about a week
whilot the others were away. I nememben that one
Sunday we walbed to Old Dactial - Wany, Willce.,
Wellce Parber & 7 - perhaps i was too much for
Wellce, T don't buow.

Befone the othens came home, the workmen lad started
Zo oun thouse alterations. They made a stacn upp tnough
the fress on The landing, flooned the attics - thue giving
wd tow bednooms, oue box-noom, & a dark room for

0 that the house was nathen in a tawn ap Ul then.
Ater Papa's dlness, & when we all buew that Wellce
would wot be able to go inte Papa's businese af any
fervm which Ntn. Fay sl caries on. So uow we
always have Papa af home. 7 don't think e has
weanied much.

Bessie (racy stayed with as about a fortuight in the end



of September. Willie & dhe were great friends.

We opent the lact fortuight of August at Hunter's
Luay. Willce, Jestic & 7 wene there all the time. the
othens taking tann aboat.

7 otanted singing lessons fnom Wlle. Thoma in October.,
but ouly tad one quanter tll Xmas holidays. Had two
donge in that time & don't buow whether 7 got on well on
wor,

Wellie became wonse again in the beginning of October &
tad to go to bed. Fe ueven left his noom agacn.
AHways as e improved a little, & wae able to ot for
an our on two in the evening, le took another bad turn &
was thnown back again, Eack time he did ot get so
the evening, le became sick & afterwands lad more
temonhage than there ever had been before. When Dr.
Laind saw him, le let us anderstd that Willie would
weuer be betten.

For a week we expected the end at any time. Dr.
Laind slept in the house, & was with him as much as
tossiile duning the day. At the end of a weck he was



rathern eadier. The hemovhage, which had been do
treant - nending, almodt ceased, & te did not suffer quite
d0 much pain.

Syduey Smith came on the 12th, T think, to say "Good
bye" a¢ he was going to South /Hnica to the war.

both. For a forntuight willie beppt on, & was able to
tave us nead to lim, & was always anrious for us to
talh, to lbecp him from thinking, ke said. He lbuew that
te would wever be better, but he never dpoke of it To
angone bat Mamma.

Daning thie fortuight's nespite. ke even began to discuss
what lie could do when e was betten. Perhaps he did
&L to cheer as app, & we discussed t with spinet to cheen
bim. Fe was always bright. & Mamma said she never
warded angyone do patient, & centainly ueven paticnt had
a better nanse. Daning the wondt daye, Wamma never
left lim day or wight, & we had even To feed lien with
poonfuls of jelly at lis bedside. When le so very weak
tie always buew & dhe wene in the noom.  Then when le
got a little better lic cnsisted on lien nesting. & said
othens would do cnstead. that fontuight of pleasant



We all tad our dutics to do. & to take Curns of
wansing, & as we wene told that recovery was impossible,
we had to let the luowledge grow upon us, antd we got
to nealive it without bitterness.

The licart wae so weak it could wot perform cts dutics.
His weakness had been increasing for thirteen years,
when lie had had rheamatic fever. We ought to be
thinteen yearns. Oue co apt ot to buow the real value of
any object until it éo about to be taken away.

He passed away very peacefully on the 2ud of February
at 2.20 in the afterncon. U was peace, we felf that
we could grudge him his nest. Tt wae selfish to be sormy.
Ttie funeral was on Wonday the 5th. when M
Paterson came down. Ouly rnelatives & a few boy
frieads wene thene. When it was over & Papa came
tome all five of us drove out to the cemetery. We felt it
would be libe saying Goodlye, as we might uot again all
get together.

The grave was covered with uwneaths & flowens sent by



fréends. the memberns of the Y.M. C. A4 sent a lovely
wneath - it was oo bind of them. We five stood there
Fencejorth our famdly has ouly a memory of oue.
"There co wo Death! what seems o cs transition;
This life of montal bneath s but a subant of the Elysian
Whose portal we call Death.

Fe co not dead - the child of our affection -

But goue unts that school

& Chncot tiimoely doth nate"

T Manch we spend a forntuight in Rothesay. ad
Wenblledon, where we all had a wice nest & guiet. n
May we all amanged 2o go to Edinbargt for a wheel
while Papa attended the Synod. Unfortunately Yessce
took cold & was analble 2o go.

Riversdale, Grantown on Spey.
1524 June 1901
Yearly a year has passed since 7 amote the above. We
tave had a very busy winten & 9 wever felt that 7 lad
time to spane To do what be be considered unnecessary.
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Fowever 7 enjoy docng it, & now duning tholiday when 7
tave lots of time on my hands, 7 shall ty to unite up to
the present, & then continue in the foum of a diany, as 7
wsed to. A4 few wotes on jottinge for each day coot little
twoable, & always foum a necord, ntercsting az least to
the one concened,

Well 2o begin whene T left off. - Tu Way 1900, Papa
& 9 spent 4 week in Edinbargh - Maggic & Mamma
cach being a Jew days thene, while the other stayed at
bome with Jessie, who was in bed with cold. W
attended the mecting of the last Synod of the Uniting
Predbyterian Chanch. Tt was aldo my finet visit to
Edinbarngh, oo that, taking everything inte account, it
was a modt intercsting & delightful week.

Edinbangh, in my eyes, was the mast beautiful city
imaginable, & to wall under the castle rock along
Priuces Street to Calton Fll & other thinge down High
Stweet to St. Giles' Cathedrnal & on to Folyrood wae
libe living in a otorny book.

Edinbungh in Spring seems ta be at its beot, & altho it
guite a lof of sight seeing. Before going to Edinbunglh in
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May. 7 had not seen the capital of any country. By
the ead of June 7 thad visited aloe London & Parie.

Papa had made app bis mind to go to the Panis
Erbiibition, & guite unevpectedly, b took me with bim.
T the beginuing of winter ke liad said that & Yessie & 7
to Parie. We had started to study with Mise Yeanie
Davidson, but she was soon called away to Trels &
afterwands to South Hrica as an anmy wanse. & then
when Wellie became worce & worte, we gave it all up.
How that Jessce wae not able 2o go. 9 liad given app all
thought of it & it came a¢ a delightful sanprive. We
dpend a week in Paris, & a week - going & coming - n
Loudoun.

9 lept a diarny of that fortuight, ¢o that o all written
dowee eloewliene. 9 ay wnothing abeut our home life in the
on in the weual guiet way - wothing of importance
tappencd as far as 7 can nemember.

Papa lad taken to photography in the beginuing of
winter, & ever dince his camena & the work connected
with ¢t has occupied a greal pant of his time. Willie



Parker also stanted plotography. Finet of all lie made
two cameras for lhimoel) then bought one - a guarter
plate & wow has a "Heppern" aloo, so that can house o
gradually getting chabed up with photographe. Botl
Papa & Willie Parker liave got on very well, & theer
liollby gives them a yreat deal both of amusement &
necnealive wonk.

Jeosce & T opent the firot fortuight of Auguct at Beave,
where we had a very happy holiday. Mhe Thoms was
Jadt beginuing to get about a litlle after having lad a
few months in bed. She was caried downstaine & sat
o lay in the garden modt of the day. We had a very
wice quiet time, as (eed (7) & Phemie wene too busy for
mucl; buocking about. We pent a day ie Dundee at the
Counoctiie's & one at Hernethy visiting the Butler's.
Leaving Benvée. Yessce & 9 jocned the othene in (nief.
whene we all spend the uext fortuight. We did dome
eycling at neff - Papa & 7 & sometimes Maggie.
Vioited (omnée. St. Fillans, Sma' Glen, Auchterarder
ete.

Coming liome from (nielf. Mamma & Jessie went to
Stenctionse where they spend a few daye with Uncle
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Alen. Mo, & Misses Caldwell bad been in our louse
for the fortuight we ane all away. ¢o they otayed a few
days longer with as, & then we began to settle down for
the winter.

Tu October Papa, Mamma & Jessie went to Edintburngl
for a week, & attended modt of the Union mectings -
the Uucow of the U. P. & the Free Chunclies - making
the United Frnee Chanch. 7 ouppoce they were moot
cutenesting & enthusiastic meetings - well 2o be
rnemembened,

Aout this time on eanlien Willie Panker made ap his
mind Co study for the ministry. e had been going
about all summer in a lind of wncentain otate of mind.
Ou the whole 7 was sunprised when be told me, bat 7
dane-cay &f 7 had bad my eyee open. 7 might have scen
tow the wind was Wowing. Fe tarted to study during
summer, & as, after that there o otdll 7 or § years of
study, te says, anless ke finds te co going to get on well
& quickly. the wdll just give it upp. Fe came to ask my
frernmiddion bejore le decided to go cn for it, as he said,
¢t meant do many years of wacting. Of counte, 7 wae
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wery glad to buow that le neally wanted to do ét, & 7
do thope lie gete on well, & that his eyes will o2& the
otrain of dtudying.

Daning the winten, 7 liad two guarters of singing lecsons
grom Mille. Thoma. - just finistied the lact ouc the
week we came hene. 7 ensoyed my lessons & improved a
great deal, although 7 am wot very far ou al all yet. 7
was rather unfortunate for fracticing, having cold twice,
& we were a good few times without a servant - alde
Jessie was uot very strong & reguined a lot of atteation
all winter. We had a verny quiet winter, & yet it
tassed very quickly. Papa, Maggie & 7 attended
often concente & lectunce in Rilmacolm.

Mamma tad an dlness in Spring. She had never got
dhe liad a wasty cough. Ou the Sth of Fetruany she was
compelled to go to bed & then had a nadty attack of
bronchitie. 7t seemed to affect the biduney. & the doctor
foand some orgaucc disease thene. 7 am afnacd
Mamma will wever be veny strong wow, & 7 would lile
to take as good cane of hern as possible. Ste i fainly
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well wow, goes about & walbs a good deal, but otill bives
abmodt entinely on mill. Tt co lovely to have lier even ¢o
well again, but we will need o be careful wot to let lier
overdo ct.

Jessie was nather anfortunate in Spring, Yuot as dhe
wae beginuing to fecl etrony & get out a little, dhe
dlipped one day ou the oteps at the door & sprained len
ankble. There wae a thin coating of ice on the stefp, & of
counde that made it veny dlippeny. Tt was the weak
ankle that was sprained & it took a very long time to
teal. Ste lay in bed for thnee weebs, & it was otill
many weeks more, bejore she was alble to use it much.

Papa bad a splendid thee week tiits to Qome, Florence
& Naples in Marnch. Ntr. James ark & lic went
together, & there was a large party from other places.
Papa took a great many pliotes & they are neally
anxicty for Mamma ar home. Fe came home on il
Gud. That evening Maggie & 7 were in Glasgown at
Wnlle. Thomd's concent in which 7 had to take part.
Tliene was qucte a party of us went from Rilmacolm -
Dolly MacFarlane. . Aguee McGeacty, Yolin Barr,
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Jaméie Davidon, Willie Parker & Maggie & 7. The
concent was woted a great succeds, although 7 think the
solos wene muct better than the choruses.

Easten liolidays passed very quickly. 9 think we spend
them Spring cleaning. We had a sale of work in

the end of #pndl.  They rnacsed bout LI8O0. Thene has
been a Uit of a now in out chunch over the buying of a
manse. Fappily it co all settled wow. W, Paterson
¢o o nececve L80 a year in addition to liis salarny, &
trovide timoelf with a manse, while the parchase of
Danarnd o cancelled. There has been a great deal of
- feeling over i, & Mr. Patercon, 7 am afraid, hac
lost a great deal of nespect & favoun by the pant le took
The Glasgow Extibition of 1901 was opencd on May
eud. We thad beautiful weather nearly all May & so
far the extiibiction lias been a great success. 7 have
atready been thnee times, & ensoyed Ct immensely. Ou
Monday the Srd. June 7 went out for two liouns in the

aftenncon after my dinging leasson to lear The mudic wit
Willce Parken. Thene wene two splendid orchestras -
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the Austho-Fungarian & the Benlinen Philharmonce.
Both wene oplendid, Tuesday the 4th Yune wae
Manganet /buckle's wedding day. Maggie & 7 were
at the wedding, but Yessce did not feel well encugt: to go.
92 was an afterncon wedding, & 9 enjoyed it very much.
T the evening modt of the guests went to the Exhibiction.
7 opent moot of the time in the /it Galleries ac it was
nacuing out of doons. ¢ was a very wice finioh up to our
day. We Rilmacolm folle (& there were gucte a lot)
came tome by 10.05 traia.

On Thaneday the 6th Yune we all (oun famdily) came
tiene (Grantown-on-Spey) to spend car summer
tholiday. We had wot ncoms taten, & were veny
fortunate to get such wice Srooms. The Friday &
Saturday were beautiful hot days. We eat in the
garden mostly. Fniday wight, Papa, Marganet & 7
tad a nan on oun bibes to Dutuain Bridge & a mile on
two unther on. On Sat. Papa & 7 aloue liad a
oplendid nun te Dalnain Bridge, Car Buidge, nound by
Boaz of Ganten, Nethy Bridge & lome by Spey Bridge.
92 ¢o a beautiful district - the Dalnain o such a fretty
river & the whole county seems well wooded with pines &
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benchies.

Ou Sunday the weather brobe & all laot week was
stouny & bitterly cold. We lhad rain & ladl- showens &
there was more suow ou the (Cacmgorme. Tt clearned up
a lttle on Friday & in the evening Papa & 7 lad a
wice vide to Cromdale - a cocalan toun. Saturday
morning fromised well & Papa & 7 otanted for
Tomintoul by the mountain noad about a guanter to teu.
¢ centainly o a mountainous road. We ascended
gradually 1l we neached the summct, overn 1500 feet.
Grantown o about TIE feect liigh. Tlhen there was a
shont distance we conld nide, & then a otee descent to
the Buidge of Brown about 500 feet down again, where
we could scancely lold back can bicycles. There anc very
tretty 777 of Brown, guite near the Bridge. where the
water has cat a pasdage for ctoelf thnough the nock. We
tad another veny otect adcent - we thought we werne
going quite over the mountaind - & down again inte the
valley of the Avon, then upp this valley to the town of
Temintoul, sacd to be the lighest town in Scotland,
Tomintoul consiots of tuwo veny long nows of houses (it éo
about a mdle long) with a wice wide sguare where the

16



manket o held. Tt mush be a very cold place - they
tad lad swow duning the week. The uearest radway
otation o at Ballindalloct, 15 milee away. We thought
of cycling bome that way - @ oplendid road - but
decided to neturn the same way as the other might be too
far.

Thene was a very otrong wind in our faces coming lome
& what with the 4ill, & rough noad, we wene both pretty
tined when we got lome at haly past five. Poor Papa
wae almodt doue out, 7 think 7 can 0t& mone wow than
te can.

Sunday 16th Jane, it nained a good deal. other,
Maggie & 7 went to the U.7. chanch in the morning &
tears such a wice old man, Dr. Browa from France
treact on Palm 145. § "Cause me to bwow the way
whercin 9 dhoald walk, fon 9 lift my soul anta thee."
Fe was veny veny wice & nestful. Wi, Holmes came in
for a little cn the evening.

Wowday it poaned tll about 5 o'clock. Maggic & 7
went down & 9 spend an lhoun with Nne Folmes in the
afterwson. ¢ cleaned up beautifully at uight, &
Tuesday was a veny good day. We had a very wice
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drive in the aftewncon - by Daulnain Bridge, Broombill &
Uethy Bridge. The sun shoue beautifully on as,

& wow 7 have 9ot up to the fresent date, & shall try to
be regular in my entrics, wnless therne o nothing of
mportance to write down. We ane expecting Willie
Parkser to amiive thie afternocn & stay for a week. 7
thope the weather will improve, as ¢t co dull & nather
cold today.

Wedunesday 19t June, 1901,
P2 wae dall all forencon, & shortly after dinner nacn
came on. 7 weut to Weet Willie Parker at 5.26 -
train wad judt about wp to time. Hten tea it cleaned
wp a bit, & in the evening, Maggie, Willie & 7 liad a
wall along the Spey-side o Spey-bridge & thome
thnough the woods. Papa & Mamma went to see Mr.
& Ntns. Folmes, & fessie did wot go out. W.P. hae

Tharsday 20th YJuve.
T the forencon, Papa, WMamma & Willie Parker
cycled wearly to Carn Bridge. They lad wot time to 9L
all the way. They 9ot a dhower of rain coming back.
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Wamma & 9 had a wice wall down by Spey-oide.
Ater dinner they nearly all dept. WP & 7 otudied
botany for a little, & then went out for a stroll with

& ¢ otanted to walk to Cromdale. We micsed the
turning & walked for to far alony the road, coming back
Zo the bnidge by a grase groma path Unougl the weods.
We just went half way over the suspension bridge, & felt
92 was getting late & we had a shower of nain. We
a¢ we wene tied with our long walk. .

Friday Zlot Yane.
Maggie, Wellce Parber & 7 had a cincalar toar, leaving

Grantown at 9.4 am. We went ferot to Foree (by
tain) whene we had about an lhour to spend. Oun

town, to the Sweno (Suens) Stone & back to the station
agaia.

The Swens Stoue ie about 1000 yeans old, 23 fect bigh
& covened with old Drucdical (Celtic nunic) mankings -

dome Supposed to be Runic. Fomes seems to be a faily
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wert stopped having about two hourd o spend,, struck us
a¢ being a splendid holiday place. We ate lunch on the
sandy shore & gaged across the Moray Finth to hills &
liffe beqond. Tt seemed a fine town too. Hout two
o'clock we anived in Tuvenness. 7 was charmed with ct.
92 may well be called the capital of the Fighlands.
Fernot we climbed to the castle, where we had a

Thene cs a fine statue to Flona MacDonald in frout of
the castle. W.P. took a photograph of the niver,
looking towards the finth. We walled along the banks of
the niver Vo the cdlands, which are do beautiful, that
Therne are bridges from the mainld to one col& & 2o
another - & at leadt two of the idlande are quite large.
beautifully wooded, & with many seate thnough them.
We wene all delighted with them imagining we wer
walling upn the stage of dome pantomime. We had a
teanty tea in Tuverness, a look at the (lack-na-cuddin
Stouc cu front of the Town Hall - also a walk through
the (athedral in whick o a lovely marble fond, a copy
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of oune by Thorwaldoen in (Copentiagen. Tt it a verny fine
Leaving Tnverness at 5. 40 we tracned to Huiemore,
where we had about 14 of an liour to wact for a tracn.

We wene ententacned there to a modt exciting lhund for
taly - a-dosen little pink pige. by all the otation offciale
even iucluding the diguified otation -master & a
policeman. The train lad to wait Ll they were all
caunghit (& they stiowed a sunprising amount of swiftuess
& "jiukiness") & packed into their box again We arrived
tome about wine, having had a modt enjoyable day.

The others biad lad a visit from ndnew & Yack

Saturday 22ud June
T the fornencon we drove to (Castle Graut, saw Unough
the old Castle (about 700 yeans old), which contains
many old portraits, weapons, ete. & drove home by the
mill. The house (outeide) iteelf co lile a factony, but
they looked into the deer- pank where we daw different
flocke of deer, & over the valley to the (Cromdale Hills
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beyod.
Tu the evening Willic Parker & ¢ had a splendid wall
wp paot Dreggic Fanm over the hill till we looked douse
cuto the uent valley. Tt was lovely & frest aften the
aftenncon's rnain.

Sunday 251d Yane.
We all but Jessce went to lear REw. Welliam haye of
the Baptiot Chanch freach in the moring. They are
wding the Hall at present. Fe was very wice indeed,
talbing fon bis text olin 17.4. "9 have glorcfied thee o
earth, 9 have finisthed the work which thou gavedt me to
do."

92 nacued all afterucon, & W.P. & 7 made some
nedolutions which 9 tope we will be ablle to beep. Tu the
evening Wn. & Nns. came ce. Wellie. feosie & 7
stanted to the episcopal Chunch, but when we 9ot down
we found that the Grantoun "Hdvertisen" lad given
6.50 instead of 6.50 pp. m. & were too late. o we lhad
a wall iotead. Willie & 7 goiny afterwarde by
ounselues a good bt along the (Cromdale noad.
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Mowday 24th Yuse.
T the forencon, WMamma & Papa went to romdale by
tain & Wellce & 9 walled to Daluain Bridge & back.
W. got twe photes, & could lave lad more but the sun
wonld wot come out until we had stanted homewand
agacn.
AHter dinner, went down to see the facr or manket whick
¢o held in the Black Park, & later, Wellie got a phote
of glls following a plough, whick shsuld be pretty. Tn
the evening Willie & 7 walled out to Dava Road past
the second gates to Cactle Graut, saw some beautiful
Highté cardle.

Tuesday 25th June.

Papa, Maggie. Willie Parker & 7 cycled to Aberlour
& Craigellachie, going by way of Tulehain (7) Lodge.
acrods the Spey at Adive where we had to wall up a
weny otecs Will by a nocky path, & Ut oun bikes over a
otile. Tt was a very nough path till we joined the main
noad agacin. Had mill- twice & thnee times doimmed
at a farm & lunch we liad brought, Tt o about 25 12
miles o (raigellachie, a lovely place. Thene co a

beautiful bridge over the Spey - just at (Craigellachie
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Rock. Had a jolly tea in aberloun which i a very
pretty place. Papa ceriously thought of looking for
nooms there for another week on two. 7% was a long nide
lome with the wind in oar faces. The prettiest Uit of
where Willie took @ phhots of uo all

Got tome about §.50, very tined.

Wednesday 26th Yane.

T the afterncon, Willie & 7 had a walk thnough the
woods & down by Speyside. Tu the afternoon we lired
a doakey cariiage, of which Mamma & Yessée biad turn
about sometimes both together & wallied or drove to Boal
of Ballyfenth (7) - a veny pretty little bit on the bantks
of the Spey.

Toe the evening Willie & 7 thad a uice walk thnougt: the
woods - app aboue the radlway (rather spoilt by midges)
- a farewell walk, ac Wllie leaves tomornow. We went
wnder the bnidge by the noad that leads to Dreggie &
then bept along the cart-track to the quarnies, then ouer
a otidle, alony a path thoagh a lovely bireh wood to the
tos of a hill where we had a splendid view of Grautoua.
We came down by a different path, crossed the rnadway
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& found a seat on the tof of a little 4ill ou the other
side. (Came liome along the side of MacPherson's
MNansenées.

Thansday 27th Juue.
92 drizgled a little in the monuing & then cleared app iuto
a lovely day. Wellic Parber & 7 walled in the moruing
tnough the woods by the Black Park, found it nather
mandty, & neturning wallied down by Speyside, & along
wearly to Jnverallan. We el too hot to go any funther
d0 dat down ou the o& il ¢t was time to go back for
dinner. Tu the afterncon we nemoved liene: clo Vine
Camplell, Parbburn - the finot house on the night hd
dside ae you come dowa from the station. We are very
Willie & 7 went app to Dancan's (bater's shop) whene we
tad a wice tea & then we- the whole family went upp to
the otation to dce lim off by 4.22 trac.

9 think the enjoyed his uisit hene. 7 centainly enjoyed his
company. UWhote to (ecil in the eveniny, posted it &
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Friday 28th Yune.

9 had a very wice lazy day. Read some botany, sewed
a bit & i the forenson had a short nan with Papa on

bioes to Spey Bridge. a bit along the Cromdale noad &
back & then nound by Tnverallan Charct & coming lome.
T the afternoon all the walling 7 did wae te Rylintra
Saw Ml with feose where we ¢at on the Bridge for a
little.

Went with Pap to a lecture in the evening. "Tmpresscons
of russia by *Rew. Ntr. Green. (* This Ntr. Green
thas déed very suddenly this summen. Tt (o a mouth or
two since we heard of ¢, auguot 0t 1902) Tt wae the
Camedt attempt to deseribe a trip that 9 ever heard.
Fe io a veny poor reader, & Provest Graut of Grautown
(¢t sounds big) made the poonest chaiunan fpossible.
Ttie people came dropping in tll the lectare was mone
than haly through & even then there would only be about
50 altegether. (Collection taken for Soldiens Famdilics.

Saturday 29th Yune.
We tiad a glonions day. Bright & hot. Papa, Maggie
& 7 eycled to Auiemore meeting Mamma & Yessée there
aboat 12.45 .. We walled upp to a wood wear the

26



station, walked. There i a summenthouse where we bad
sat thnee years age when we went from Ringusdie: -

9 wae mach disappointed to find it locked - wsed
evidently as a tool-house, do 7 judt peened tnough the
trellée - work to the back wall where we had written oun
among so many that are there.

We cycliote went on to Torth Rinnara, leving mother &
Jessce to go tome by train. We foand fretty easily
Wtne. McBain's cottage & Ligzie WacDonald, whom
we had come To dec was uot there. She was dtaying
with an ancle at a farm on Lock Huieside. Tt éo
beautiful in Rinnara Groands. We cycled roand the joot
of the hill on whick o the monument to the Duke of
Gordon. Were quite near Lock-an-edlean, but could
wot see ct, a hill came iu between.

Aviemarne & o sumonndings seems to me to be much
We came tome quickly with the wind on our backs,
aniiving hene about v, Ti wae a splendid nide, & none
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Sunday S0t Qune.
Maggic & 7 went to the baptiot Chanch in the moruing
& listened o a ueny fine serumon from Rev. Wtr. Fay
"D yoar patience ye dhall win your own souls. "
T the evening fessic & went over to the Epiocopal
Clianct: but wene very much disappointed. We conld wot
folloo the senvice & the freacher gave as a uery poor
sermon. Tt wae a beautiul evening & cloudless sby. &
parple & lilac, The foll moon rising above them looked
wery strange. 7t must be quite light all wight. Began
a letter to Willie Parteer.

Mowday lot Yuly.
We tave had another lovely day. {inished Wellie's letten
in the moraing, & afterwards bad a wallk with Jessie
tnough the town to the Mineral Well & back by Rivers
dale. Tu the afterncon we lhad the donkey carriage
again & we all went out to Jomvaich. Papa & 7
cycling. the doney co veny dlow, but we are wot in a
tirny tere. T2 o wery pretty at Tomvaich, fendt a farm
touse amony the woods, - a quict peaceful place. We
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eat for a shont time with M. & Wne. Folmes, who 7
think wene glad to see someone. ‘FHad milk & cake (much
wiver than afferucon tea) especially as we bad had it
before we left.

walked with Jessce in the evening out to the end of the
wood whene we sat & admined the parple hiss. Tt wae
a beautiful sunset - just wealy all over 10 fp. .

Tuesday ud Yuly

7 tiad a lovely lagy day. Tt was very hot & bright. 7
sat outside wearly all day - reading - studying botany
& sewing. Aout eight o'clock Magyic & 7 went for a
dhont nune on our bikes down To Speqridge & out about

two miles on the (romdale noad. Tt cs a lovely road &
the oun was judt setting. The cool of the evening io the
pleasantest time to take exercise & it wene not for the

midges which bete one all over & go cnte one's eyed

Wednesday 3ud July
Auother very ot lagy day. Sewed & read botany
again. Papa & Mamma went by tiain to Aerlour &
Cracgellachic, & seem to have enjoyed ct. We thnee ginls
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parchasing a few fresents. They lave beautiful things,
MWW@W% Camenon's son, whit whom
Gotin Thomoon (Dencotoun) co cun business. Tt was very
liot in The afterncon. Wessic & 7 cat cn the pine wood
below the otation for a long Time. Went a short walk
with Yessce in the evening. We spoloe to Nr.
Thansday dth Yuly

Thio cs a tholiday in Grantouwn: there co a cheap tiips to
Plasgou for the Exhibition 4|6 return!!!

92 wae very ot all day. Tu the afternocn we went to
Fauntly's Cave. Mamma, Maggie & Jessie dniving, &
Papa & 9 eycling. We otayed there about an lhoar,
going down Urnougl the woode to the tops of the frecipice
cu which the cave co. Tt co a beautiful wild rocky place
- mone like wedt-coadt scencny than any we have hitherto
seen thereatbouts. Maggic & 7 went up to see the shows
in the evening. Everything was glane & noise. 9 felt
qucte sickist & wondened liow 7 wsed to enjoy these thinge
s0 much,
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Friday Sth Jaly
{70 MacDiarmid (U. 7. Winister) called in the

aftevsoa}
Tt was oppresively liot duning the uight - 9 saw the
tuippens coming home from Glasgow about 5.50 a.m.
Poor soule! they must have been veny tined - they left at
Legzie MacDonald came to spend the day with us. MW
& O met lien by the 9.4 train which was thnee- guarters
ou an tour late. Unfortunately it naiued most of the
day. but happily the racin brought coolucss. We took
Légzie to see the Yapancse dho in the fornenson, & in the
afterucon got a dny time to have a shont walk ap the the
Black Park where the dhows are. Ligzie MacDonald
went by 6.10 train, & T think enjoyed the wisct - it i
always a change for ler.
Stee does uot secem strong at all & lias a wadty cough.
Rained all evening.

Saturday 6th July
92 was dall iu the evening, & Papa. Maggie & 7 lad
a cycle run nound by Nethy Bridge, Broomhill & Dalnain
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Buidge. AHthough dull it was a very close & thot. Tu
the afternoon the sun came out, & it was very pleasant.
We lired the dontiey & cariiage & with it & thnee
bicycles all went out to Tomvaich, where we sat in the
ganden with NWr. & NWne. Folmes for over an loar.
Ttie doutoey actually trotted part of the way both going
& coming. 9 found some crow-bevies which 7 had never
seen before. Tu the evening we went upp to see the Facr,
but did not patronize any of ite dhows. 9 think we have
better cincases that come to Rilmacolm.

Sunday 7th Juty.

7 tiave wot been to chunch at all. FHave been neading
"The Unseen Uncvense' by Stewart & Tact, the latter of
wthom died last week. 9 ¢at out all day. T the
aftenncon &t was ofpressively lot. Papa & 7 bad a
lovely fanewell walk in the evening. We went upp to
Dreggie & over the hill into Glenbey, which b a very
retty wee valley. Had a long chat with the farmen's
wife at Gornton. Ste seemed lonely — her husbd beiny in
Edinbangh. Tt was beantiful looking over Grautoun
from the topp of the hill, with the sunlight, travensed by
shadows of cloud, on the hille opposcte. There was a
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very pretty sunset. We went out to see it after supper,
& the beautiful warm evening makes me feel so dory to
leave thie place where we have spent such a lhappy
toliday. Fowever we go liome tomoron, & 7 mudt get
Zo get, o as to be able to get app carly & pack.

Caerleon, Rilmacolm

Tuesday 1624 Juty 19501
92 ¢o a week siuce we came lome from Grantown. We
tad a veny pleasant journey, although the day was very
tot. rwived lhome by 7.6 tain from Glasgow, & found
the house all wicely ained & a wice fine in the parlour,
with Qanet Laind to welcome ue.
Tl garden was libe a wldewese & the fruct just
wipening. We lave haed a budy week making jam &
Papa & Wamma weat to Stouchouse ou friday & we
expect them lhome Tonight. We thrnee ginls went to church
0w Sunday to lear WM. Patenson. the wew chanch éo

Yeotenday, Monday: Agunes RKilock came down, &

33



stayed a long time. Willie Parber came iun after tea &
9 went down to Cenncs with lim to dec a tie being played
olf.
Glasgow. He s going to dtay overuight. 7 lad a walk
counde & down by the Gryffe. Mlaggce has ouc to
Dachal with him thie afterncon.

Monday 22ud July
James Chalmens stayed tll Wed, on whick day ce
plled gooseberiies & caments for lim. T went a walk
the pretty {lowing woacd by Blacks~dolm. Got beastifol
forgloves & fenus.
Wtr. & Ntre. Barn wene down when 7 came in. They
aloo lhad got a great many ned cwvant, We had a
great discussion as wsual at suppen time.

Ow Tharneday morning Jessie & 7 went up to see Dolly
MacFartane. She was at Wansficld. We tallbed to
Mtne. MacFarlane for over an loar, & then went up to

Mansfield & san James Folmee & Dolly for a little.
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Friday, Uncle Adam & Aunt Janice, & wee Hex
Clarks dnove over from Dampoon. Wore carnante to pull.
AHter they left ] went upp to Strathmuin about four
o'clock. Poor Nine Parker was in bed, having bad a
wery bad sick taunn daning the wight. Mt Robertson,
who o beepin gliouse, seemed uery wice. Hter tea we
tlayed croguet, Willie & Yim making app a set. Later
on 7 tielped Nne. R. to make Ulack cwmnant jam.
Came lome before tea, having had a splendid time.
Saturday, Willie Parker & 7 sadled to Port
Bawnatyne, & walled to Ettrick Bay & back. We both
enjoyed the day immensely. Tt was veny dall in the
mowing, but cleared app & was veny hot. there were lote
of Plasgou Facrs folls albout from whome we got some
fun. 9 enjoyed the sail as muck as any 7 ever had
befere.

Sunday. Went to chuanch moruing & evening. MWr.
Patenson gave us a splendid senmon in the moruing.
Fow to e oun gandens - the dangens of too much on
to0 long continuous procpenity. M. Bacd from Port
"The Unseen Univence' at last, T like it better in the
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end, & andenst& ct better.

Today Monday is again very thot. There was thunder
& tightening all though Satunday wight. & veny beasy
rain at cntervale yedterday.

Today io looely & bright, Fase fulled casugh nasgs fon
jam & bought Uack carrants.

Mtne. Rruger co dead. So - teday's paper. 7 wonder
Tueoday 25nd July. Willie Parker & 9 went down to
Dacthal in the afterncon with Fanny C. Tsaac
Chialmene & Qames Smith wene there & Wellie took tinee
phistee - oue of us ealing stranberiics & cream.

When ¢ came tome Wns. Holmes & May were in liaving
tiad tea with Maggée & Jessie. Wlother & Father came
tome at 6.55 fp.m. from Sandbank where they had
been to sec Uncle Lacnd,

Wed 2dth July. Wellie Parker & 9 went out to
Jordantiill to oce W, & Wne. Fred Binuce. We
aviived about 4,30, found twe Misses Sutherl& there,
& tad a veny enjoyalile wisit. they have a very wice
house, beautiful flowens i frout, & they do everything
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tossiblle for thein wisitons. We came tom by 10.5 traca.

Thaneday 254 Quly. Father, Mother & Maggie went
to Glasgow to dine & go to the Exlibition with the
Allexandens. Tn the afternoon, Yecsie & 7 lad NWne.
Lang & ter daugliters from Greenock, fricnds of
Papa's. At finot we could not think who they were, but
Stweet.

T the cvening we had a wisit from Pastor Geyen & lico
broaght dowa a basket of bu=-cautiful Wack cwnants.
Friday 26th Jaly. Busy making jelly & jam. washing.
ete.

Saturday 27th July. We all drove to Dampton in the
afterncon, leaving Yean Laind in charge of the lhouse.
They were busy stacking hay. Thunder numbling about
& some nain. We had a oplendid dnive - enjoyed it
thoroughly. Willce Parker came dowa in the evening,
also Ntne. Maclellb & MRs. Yates.

Sunday 27th July. Went to charch n the morning,
read & wnote cn the aftenncon & evening.
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Wonday 2524 July. We liad Martha & Mary Vedson,
Mise Legzie Bare & Mance Laond to tea. We ginle had
a otroll nound by the teunnis & the park iu the evening.
Tuesday 29t July. We made jelly with the last of the
comants, & 7 am glad they ane all pulled wow. gues
& Felen Rinlock came down in the afterncon & dtayed
for tea. Wire MacEwan (Barbara) came in after tea
Zo get the pattern of dome drawan Unead work. Wellie
Parkser came down in the evening.

Wed 30th July. 7 thad a splendid ride with Wilke
Panker iu the aftenncon. We went app by West Glen,
dows near to Bishopton & home by the Langbank Road.
Gathered some Wae-bemies, the forot 7 have lbad ths
year. Aften tea, Willic & 7 had a game of chess & 9
managed better than 7 ever did before. becping liim off
longer. We did wot finich as Fanny came in. Ste sat
for a while with Jessie who hae been in bed these tuo
days.

Thansday, August lot. Father, Willie Parber & 7
eycled to Larngs teday, going by the moon road & home
by the dhore - Tuverksis, Greenock & thnough Port
Glasgow. We had some rain going, but bad a lovely
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especially the dhore noad from Larngs o Greenock, which
Port Glasgon was anything but pleasant, They are
frepaning the streets for electrie cans & in dome places it
was possible but no mone to get alongy.

We arnived tome about 5.50 & Syducy Smith & an
Tudean friend of lis, a M. Gordon Ry, came by 5.10
tradn from Glasgow to otay osvewight, Sid looks just
the same as e did before he went away to South
Anica. FHe co just about a mouth home from the front.

Wt Roy was modt intencsting & caltuned. Fe is a
Pansee, thas been in London for ten years, & opeaks
Euglish very well. Fe scems to have travelled a very
great deal & can convende on any subject,

Friday, August Zud. Siduey & W, Roy went by 10
o'clock tain. We enjoyed their company veny much.
W, Roy was do internesting & splendid company.
Bessie (racy & Aguee Rinlock came down in the forenoon
for a little & cn the evening Maggic K & Bessie came
down & amanged that Besscie io to come liene on Monday
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& otay for a while.

Saturday August Srd. 7 went to Fainfield in the
afterncon to see Viss Mellie Lang, but she io not there
al present, ‘Had a chal with Wr. & Mne. Robent
Lang. Poor wee #hthur las a sone tnoate & they wene

Wed. September 424 1901.
T2 co a whole month since 7 unole cn you, my dear old
diary, & 7 have spend the greaten pant of that mounth ix
bed.

Well on WMonday the Sth August Bessie (raiy came to
dtay for a weck, & on Tuesday the 6th, Syduey & Lil
Swcth & Edith Dansie (7) came & stayed till
Satunday. They wanted to see the Exhibition, o went
wp Vo it on Wed. duning the day. but none of ue went
with them a¢ we expected Yot Craiy & two fricnde of
Wtr. Bawden & Wtn. Whyte. they came in the
afterncon, & Bessce, Willie Panker. Maggic & 7
walled with them to Old Duchal. at least Bessie &
V. Bawden did not get the length of Old Duchal,
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they got lost. L, Edith & Sid got home in time for

tea, & we all had a jolly evening together - the boye
wacting tll the 10. 45 taca.

Oun Thansday, we all (en famdlle) sailed thnougl the
Roylee & back ariiving lome about five for dinner. Our
maid (Warny) came on the Tueeday so that we could all
Fawny & Teaac Chalmens came up to Spend that evening
with as & James rawfornd (Townhead) came in aleo.
On Friday Maggic & 7 went with the thnee Dundec
fréends to the Extibition, leaving here at ten. We did
as mach as possible in our day, saw the pictunes pretty
well, & had a wall thoagh modt of the other pante,
exceppt whene they were closed up because of the Lord
Mayor of Loudon's wisct. We got home at five, liad
tea, & left again at 6.45 for an evening cruise, Bessie
coming with as & Ll nemaiuing at lome as e lad a
teadacte.

Sunday, Sept. Sth.
To continue:— Yolin Craiy & N, Bawden met ae at

Princes Pien. The "Ring Eduard" - the wnew turbine
dteamen, took us app just to the entrance of Lock Long &
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then, as it became very wet, tumed. 9 otayed down
otacns wearly all the time o that 7 cannot lhave gof a
chill there. T think the damage mudt have been done at
Yext moruing 9 lhad a dneadful pain in my chest, but
got app to sec Ld, Edith & Sid bejone they went away
at wine. ‘Fowever 7 could wot otay up., but had to go
back to bed before they went away, & just sacid
HW“,

Tt was nearly thnee weebe till 7 was out of bed agaca.
7 liad a dlight touck of plewnity. happily pretty dlight
a¢ 7 woald wot like to have it any worse. a ad Ct has
Bessie (Cracy left we on Monday the 1224 #ug 2o g0 to
Aan, & maggie, Willie & AHex (Plark alse left that
day. having spent the week-end lhere. We lad a guiet
thnee weeks, & then Eliza Begy last weeb-end.
Yesterday 7 got our for the finot time, but today has
been dreadful - rnain & wind.

Mamma & Papa went over to Dampton yesterday to

otay tl Monday or Tuesday. T am oy they have
wot betten weather. Wenter seems to be coming in wou,
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Whitot 9 wae in bed we bad a visit from Dr. & Wne

They are on their way home now.

9 have bad lots of time fon reading & thinking this last
month. T am afnaid 9 bave wst profitted very much by
the thinking. Fave read & enjoyed "Sarton Besartus",
Concerning oabel Carnaly Wise Fowler). "ol
Ry, moot of "Pictunes from Roman Life & Stony"

Tueeday 7th September.

Fow the time io Ylying! — 7 don't seem to be getting on
wery quickly. Was out qucte a lot Mon. Tues. Wed. &
Tharoday last weck, & then had a dlight cold, & have
wot been out since. We have all had cold dlightly. fessie
tiaving to go to bed with it. (ecll Thoms came on
Satwnday, & bas goue te dtay in Port Glasgow. — a
dhont wisct, but 7 enjoyed ct thoroughly. althougl able to
do o little. Ste io looking splendid & her singing lae
cmproved mach, 7 think. Fawny came ap for a short
time on Sat. & Willic Parker for a little in the
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evening. Everyone (8 do bind when one o L,

Janet Folmes brought me a beautiful bunch of grapee, &
9 got another beauty from Uncle Lairnd at Sandbank.

Papa & WMaggic were down one day last week helfing to
el plams. Wlise Agues MeGeacty brought down "Thie
Faringdons" on Sat. for me to nead. We thave bad a
lo? of wisitons too n a wice quiet way. Maggie o at
Greenock today. & going to see the Prentices.
Friday 20th September
Ou Wed. afternocn Wrs. Lang & lier daughiter from
Greenack (old friende of Papa's) came up. Willie
Parker came in to see me in the afternson but went
away §=before tea. Wellie Thome & Yoe Audenson
amnived in the evening to dtay overnight. We had wot
expected them till Tharnsday - there was some
misandenstanding, but of counse it did not matter. e
Lang & her daugliten ane very wice. They weat at
5.45.
Thunoday, & was very wet & stonmy. Willie Thoms &
4. Auderson drove round the country in the afternoon in
spcte of nain & wind. (ame back lene pretty wet, &
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left about five, to go to Wine. FHerbert's for tea. & later
0w to Port Glasgon where they wene to stay all wight, &
go lome with Cecd today.
dhower. Wamma went to town at ten, to meet Hessie &
marny (lark & do some shopping with them. We
expected them home for dénner, but it o wearly three &
they have ot yet annived. Yessie & Mary ane to otay
with as for a few daye.

Sat. Zlet September
Jessce & Marny Clark avived at 5.19 yesterday.
Mary co just the came wee darling as last time she was
tiene. Mtne. Maclelland, Wne. Yates & Wir. o gilliee
came in for a little after tea. We had alo a wisct from
Rev. Wr. Beveridge of Pert Glasgow. 9 got out to the
garden today (Saz) for a ltdle to wall upp ap & dowan.
T éo aice to get out agacn. 7 ohoald cunely get well
guiclly wow.

Wow. Z28ud September.
We tiad a wice guiet Sanday. Tt rained a little in the
aftewcon. 7 have jinistied "Fard Cack" by (Charles
Reade & enjoyed it thoroughly. Read Lord Roseberny's
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peech at the unvedling of Ring Hred'e otatue at
Wencthestern, & finiothed the pant of the "Scdeneal
zﬂ . n C’ét M M ll%e Z& . II’

Today was out in the garden in the forencon. Tt co the
Clialmens came early & lad diwner tbere. Papa &
Mamma went to Greenock to Prentice's by armangement.
T the evening we had a call from Wine. Macllelland,
Wns. Hex Lacrd, WMarny & Wn. Bob White. 7 likse

‘o "young man" very muct indeed, more ¢o each
time 7 see tim. Wlr. Yol Lacrd came in also, & they
all went by the 7.55 tracn. 9 have finished the fillow
cased wh. 9 thave been lhem - otitehing, & am goiny to
begin some crochet.

Tuesday 2th.
9 wae out four different times today. ¢ wae very
wanm & bright. Yessie's thnoat o veny dore teday - it ie
badly aleerated, & shc has been in bed all day. foor
gid.  Papa was in glasgon today & came home by 5.10
tacn. Dr. ‘Fadwen came down by same train, & came
along.
Tt was aice to meet lim again. His daugliter Una io
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wow teaching elocution in a frivate school & lhas aldo
private pupdle for French & History, We enjoyed a
He left by 8.55 train for Miliken Park. FHe gave me
"the smallest Biblle in the world, dlustrated" in memony
of tie uisct.

Wed. 25th Sept,
We tave liad another lovely warm day & poor fessie o
otill in bed, bat her Phnoat o much better. Dr.
Fadwen saw lien last wight & cheened lien upp a bit. 7
walled noand the squane by Swmmenlea in the forencon,
& cu the afterncon Willie Parker & wee Mary & 7
walleed nound by the foot & the tenuncs. Uncle dam
came ouer about two, to take fessie & Wany back to
Dampton with him. Uncle A it looking anfully well.
He seems better eveny time we see him. We are somy to
tart with Qessce & many. Wany io suck a good child &
AHex Ganduer came in when we wene at tea & stayed for
a little while. Willie Parker came again after tea,
then Mne. Maclelland, & later Tom Ridloch & Yames
Cracg. whom 9 lave not seen siuce they left Rilmacolm.
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Ttiey paid a short call, & shortly aften they left. M.
Wactelld lefr.
Whiile we wene at sapper, Wr. Thoms came in just to
give us a look-in. e co staying the wight with Wine
Thankogiving.

Tharnsday 26th Sept.
A beautiful day. T went upp to Rogers to do the
messages in the mowing, & felt so glad to be able to do
even that again. Tu the afterncon 7 started collecting
for the (ancer Fospital, — the book(s) for which have
been lying for weeks. Got two subderiptions, & left tuwo
books, so that it ¢o alwaye a stant maded. We tad
Mtne. Afleck & Dorothy, Mo, (raiy & Magyce
Renlock: in the afterncon, alse Famny Chalmens for a few
wminated.
Wellce Panker came in in the evening. We four youny
madt have games dometimes to bec ud bright. We as a
family are nather given to solitaniness — a book & a
gucet comer ¢ what we delight cn. So that 7 think it i
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good for we ts have docialble games occasionally.

Dniday E70h Sept.
Papa tad amanged to go for a sall on the (Uyde with
Dr. Fadwen today, but it turned out veny wet & very
otormy. Berta (Campbell came upp in the afternoon, &
Jesoce, she & 9 tad aice guiet chat. Tt & ¢o aice when
tier for a long time, & old friends arne alwaye the best.
Sar. 25th Sept.
Wr. & Ntrs. Fred Binnie came down to Spend the day
Ater dinner Papa. Maggie & Fred went over to the
Park to see a jeotball match in wh. the Boys Brigade
wene o take part.

Mn. & Wine. Alison (Maggie Cracy that wae) arvived
about four ts spend the week-end liene, & Willie Parker
came for tea. Pastor & Wne. Geyen came in just when
we tad finished tea. They had juot set out to
dhopping, & thought they would take a run down o
Rilmacolm. 9 did wot see them at all. They bad not
long altegether & had to get tea, do we youngy freople sat
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tad an amasing time Ustening to the twe "wived"
déscussing ludbands, ete. NWtr. &N 7. B. & Nr.
& Mo, Geyer went togethen by 7.55 tracn. Wr.
AWlison seems veny nice - 9 thad never met liim before.

7- . é ,’ "7& 7 . : !ll W’

Sunday 29t Sept.
Got uft for breabifast today - firof time for seven weeks.
9 litle thouglit then that 7 wae to have o long of ct.
Ttey thave all goue to clhunch but Jessie & me. & 7
suppose it to be wondenfully decorated for the Hanvest
Thankegiving Service. Will liearn all about it when they
come tome. — Tt was beautifully decorated but very
tiot & otuffy. partly because it was wet outside & there
00 many water-proofe. Maggie ouly went out in the
evening. W, & Wne. AHlison had to otay in for the
nedt of the day. 7 have rnead wothing today.

Mowday 30th September
We tave a had a beautiful day. & it hao well nepaid
W, & Wne. Alison 2o otay over till tomorroan.
Maggie Rintock, oar Waggie. & Ntr. & Mtne. A,
walked to Old Duchal i the afterncon, & after tea the
foar of them went afp to Glasgow to sce the Enhibition
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aménated, We don't expect them home till 10.45.
Wellie Parier came down in the afternson & Jessce, lie &
9 tad a walk.
Wamma & Papa alse walled round by the States.
Mtne. Latta came in for a little cn the evening & 7 liave
been studying botany again, & will try to do on with it
duning the winter — C¢ & do very intercsling.
Tuesday lot Oct.
Wr. & Mtrs. AHlison left for Liverpool az §.45 a.m.
Wellce Parker came down in the evening. Tt was very
wet & dall all day.

Wed. Zud Oct,
Mtne. Thomeon & Maggie came in the affernocn to olay
for a few daye. Tt wae a beautifud day. ¢ was out
qucte a lot. e, 7. Wamma & the two Maggice
WU edll preacthed.

Thans. Sud Oct,
Very wet all day. We did wot get out at all. Wte.
Folmes called in the aftewnoon. e, Yol Laind came
for tea & otayed Cill about eight. Then we played whist
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as it had been suct a dull day.

Friday 4th Oct.
A beautiful day. Tt cs just turn aboat. They all went
2o the Exhibiction but Jessie & me — the two Maggies
wot coming thome Ul eleven. 9 did ome collecting in the
afterncon & liad a walk to the farm with fJessie
(Overton?). Tu the evening Migel & May Land
(Toriidon?) & Wellce Panker came down & we all
played carnde — whist & newmantet — Jesoie & 7 liad a
Sat 5t Oct.
The doctor came to sound me this forenson, so 7 lad to
lie in bed longer. T am wearly all night, but otill to be
wery cancful. MWtre. Thomeon & Maggie left about

We tad Papa's riends (fnom the Rome i) ¢ spend

the day. Nr. & Wine. Yound arvived at 12.45. V.
& Mtne. Taglor did wot come till thnee, as Mtne. 7 thad
missed the train. Tt was showeny & otouny all day ¢o
that the ladies did wot get our at all. the all left at

6.55 & we tave liad a wice quiet evening.
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Sunely thie o the finish of our wisitons wow. We lave
thad twe mouths, someone hene almodt continually & we'll
be glad to have a rnedt wow.

7 enjoyed Wtre. Young but wot Wrs. Tagylon
particalarly.

Sunday (5th October
We thave liad a jacly quiet weel — day about of good
weather & bad. Last Sunday 7 lad a walk in the
forewcon, met Audnew Smith & had a chat with lim.
92 naiued in the afternson & for the nest of the day
Tuesday forencon Maggie & 7 went to Paioley to
"Padanee (7) & Rern's". Ou Wed. Wamma & Jesoce
went to the Exhibition — fessie's finot wisit. Sthe
in the aftewcon, while Maggie was out collecting, &
Papa at Dampton on lis bicycle.
Uncle Lacnd at Sandbank io seriously . Papa &
mamma were down to dee lim on Wonday. Thareday
was our day at lome. We had M. MeCrone, Wrs.
G. MacDonald, M Lag, Wtne. Hex Waddell &
Wtne. Win. Davideon. T sappoce this is the beginuing
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of the winter uisitors.

Hda Reid came tene on lher way lhome from school on
Friday. 7 had wot seen lien for wearly a yer. & enjoyed
secing hen again veny much. Willie Parker came down
o Saturday afterwcon. 7t rained ¢o that we could not
get oun. Ater tea we fived up both micnoscopes, & had
2o get Papa to focus them for we. Saw pollen graine
tnough the by one. Tt o neally wonderful that such
Yiny things are made do beautifully. Papa tiied hie
magic lantew too, but the light was ot good enough.
Hio olides seem to be very good.

9 was at chunch this forenson - the ferst time for two
months. enjoyed Mtr. Paterson's seumon on "Speak to
the eanth & it dhalll teack thee" Yol wic 8. Fave been
neading the Book of ol since 7 came liome. 9 am juot
beginning to find out that the Bible io the Book of
Booke, & to lnow lhow veny little of it T bnow. the Book
of fob co full of poctry compared to whick muck of the
medern foetry 7 lave been neading co but trach. 7
domethings think 7 have so little time for neading but &
only one conld leave oun much of the otuff one neads, &
culy nead what o true & nolle that little time would be
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mane froficalbly opent.
Willce Parkoer lent me a little book of Popular Stories &
Legends by Tolotoy which 7 have enjoyed very much.
Laot wight Mamma gave Willie a copy of Thomas é
Rempés' "Jmitation of Clinior"
This afterncon 7 had a wice wall with Papa &
Mamma out past Watern-gyette. Tt wae a glorious
aftennson & 7 do wot feel at all tined with ct. mamma
& Papa liave goue to chunch agacn, & Jessie & 7 arne
alone. Maggie o at Pattehill with the Beggs till
Tharneday.

Wonday 14tk Oct. 1901
Willie Panker came down in the afternoon, & as it
rained & we could not go oar, we Spent the time with the
mienoscope. ‘Wellce brouglit me in a box of olides
(botanical sections) fnom Audnew Swmith. They are
modt intencsting. 7 madt pensevene in the Study of
botany. Papa las been sick & went back to bed about
oue o'clock. We got word in the afterncon that Uncle
Laind at Sandbank died this moruing early. FHe was
in tis 97t gear.
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Tuesday 1524 Oct.
Papa i wot very well yet. Maggie came home n the
forenson. 7 had a wice walk in the aftenncon with Willie
Parker roand Milton Farm & the lock(7). Got ouc or
two specimens of wild flowens, the last of the year.
Hgues Rinlock came down in the evening to lelt Waggie
make toffee to send to Wire. Begy for thecr chanch Sale
of Work.

Wed. 16th Oct
92 tias been dall & foggy all day & has rained since tuwo
o'clock. 9 thave baked thie morning - ot time since 7
have been dl,  did some collecting juot after dinnen.
Wellie Parker came down to see Papa, but Papa did
wot feel able to go out to the Camena (Wb, so0 Willie
stayed for a litdle. Papa has goue to be chairman af a
meeting in the St. (Columba Church Fall. when an
address on the "Scottioh Labour (olony" is to be given.
Maggie has gone app to McGeacty's to tea. Have
wnitten to Berta, & am going to nead Rosebery's at
Bormingliam on "Political Education"

Thars. 1724 Oct.
We tiad a lovely forenson. 7 wae out for guite a long
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time collecting. Papa went te Greenock n the
afterncon to attend Uncle Laind's funenal. W the
gransons but Hex wene there - even Uncle Andnew beiny
taken. Papa & Maggic have gone up to the finot
Farison (7) concent tonight - madame Patti io the

Friday 15th October
Racued in the mowing, but we had a beautiful
aftenncon. Finisted letter to (ecd which 7 stanted laot
wight. Papa weat to Grangemouth this mowing to dtay
overnight. We had a wice gucet evening. Maggie went
Zo the chocr practice & 7 got out the micnoscope, &
cuterested mysel) in botany. The slides APndnen Smith
let me are uery intencoting & useful. Aunt Lina came in
& tad a long chat. 7 had wot seen hier for such a long
time.

Sat. 19t Oct

Jessie & 7 went down with Ylowens e Wins. Maclelld i
the monaing. Ste o coming home from Sandbank
foday.
Wellce Parker came down in the aftenncon. We were to
lave goue to the Exhilition ecther yesterday or teday but
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the has a very bad cold. We ¢at in the house all
aftewocn & Willie went home early about ecght. Fe
stante the winter dessions on Monday, o 7 thope he will
fell guite well before then. Papa came home at séx.
Ttie doctor came i later & sonnded me., 7 lope for the
last time.

Sunday Oct 20t4.
92 thas been a beautifdl day, & io wow a beautiful
evening. 7 thave felt veny nestlese all day — cannot
settle to nead, & long to go out & gage at the moon which
¢ cun cto finot quanter — do clear & bright, — & at the
Spankling stars in the deet dark Wue of heaven. Tt
makses one feel & lbuow that God o infinite, & o (7) it
Went to clhanch in the morning. 7 wish 9 could sce &
tall with Willie Parker on Sunday. That o the day 7

Honday Oct Zleot.
A dall day. 7 did wot go out at all. Wellce came in
at wight & 7 actually beat him at chess — the finot
game 9 cuen won. 7 felt guite proud of mysclf, bt a0
te tiad a cold, & lhad been studying all day, ct o
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perntafs wot much eneddt to me after all.

Tuesday Oct 22ud
9 thave wot got out teday either, & 7 am nather
désappointed. Mamma & Papa went to Glasgow to go
to the Exhibition, & 7 was busy all forenccn. Before 7
conld get out Sndnew Smith came in, then Wne. Dr.
Laind, then Mns. Davidson & Mtrs. MeEwan, &
lastly Nine. Yolin Laind, ¢o that we had an affernson of
it. 9 sthould go out every day. o that 7 am rather
Maggie & Jesoie liave gone to tea at Rinlocks, & 7 am
all alone waiting for Father & Wother to come home. 7
did wot expect them to be o late.

They came at wine.

Wed 257d Oct
7 went to the Exhibition with Willie Parker, leaving
tere at 9.48 a.m. Tt was slightly foggy but when the
dun did dhine out it was lovely & warnm. We went finot
Zo the Rusdian section, but it was do cold & draughity
cudoorns that we were glad to get out again. Bought for
Mamma a thimble & self - thneading needles there, &
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tave since found out that it ¢ quite as eady to ude
weedles without the thimble. & as they charged me 1
hilling for the thimble (really worth a penny) & a
packet of ueeles (5) whick they give as a bargain, it cs
a Uit of a fraad.

Saw the Qapanete duarf treee & went through the
Japancse cection. They lhave come beautiful scncens &
vades upstacns. Aten baving lunch we spent about an
tour & a tialf cn the 5t Gallerics. Spend a lony time
én wo. XU where there are some, or nather many
beautiful pictuncs. The "Happy Wother" — a beautiful
collée dog with all her pupe about ter co neally lovely.
A terwande saw photographe, which are dplendid. 7
topre Weillce will be able to do as well some day. tad a
drninks of liot milh at the farm, & then went into the
Councent Hall to tiear the Scottish Orchestra. Dr.
Cowen conducting. They played beautiully.
AHterwarde we judt had time to wall up to see the
Faljord Gradient Radlway - a wew ides - learing
suatehes from Sousa's band in passing — & lad to leave
lo catel the 5.10 train. Aundrew Smith came dowa
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ok as there was an engine off the line at Fawbtcad
(7). Wellie came in & otayed tll about nine. MWaggie
aud Wamma aloe weat to the frayern meeting. Papa
at a geological meeting in Glasgouw.

9 enjoyed the day aufully mack — was a little tined,
but seem to be none the wonde of Ct.

Thansday 24th Oct,
Uncle Adam and Aunt Qeanie drove over today, &

Maggie went back with them to otay tll Saturday. Tt
Jadt came cnsppite of ct. Fave uot beew out all day. Tt

Frniday 25th Oct
Jessic én bed all day. Papa and MWamma wedt to
Sandbank to sec Hunt Wary. They are diomantling
with Uncle Laind will soon have disappeared.

92 was a lovely day. althe' showeny. Went out to collect
stayed about an hour on mone. Yanet brought a phote of
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Willie Parker came in the evening. ‘Fe o going to join
for a while too, staying Cll teu.

Sar 26t4 Oct.
Walked with Willie Parber to Duchal in the afterncon to
adk for Mtr. Chalmens. Fe io nather better agaia.
Wet Fanny dniving driving inte the village, do did wot
g guite down.
Oue nowan tree in the avenue was a perfect fpictare in
ctoely. oo exguisitely and nichly tinted. "Who can faint
like watune?" maggic came lhome fnom Dampton in the
afternoon. Aten tea Willie and 7 played two gamee of
chess, both of which 7 leot. Then we eack took a phioto
of the othern, whick 7 tope will turn out well,

Sunday 27t Oct.
92 éo wet and stormy today. T did ot go to chunch.
They had a strange minister.
Monday 284
Wother, Maggic and 7 pend the afternson as amanged
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with Wns. Dr. Lacnd. Ste io veny uice iudeed: lent

me a book to nead — "4 flower hunter in Zucendland
Tuesday 29t Oct.

Lizzie Faunter and undnew Smith came to spend the

evening. Tt was wot clear enough to sce Unough the

aud Wother az the Extidbition tll § o'clock.

Wednesday S0t Oct.
Jessce and 7 went of see Mne. Macfartane in the
Father and Mother at Folmes' to play "Ping - Pouy".

Tharnsday Slot Oct.
Maggie & Agucs Rintock and Lily Whight came for tea
& spend the evening. We thad gucte a lot of Fallowe'en
wisitons. Tinee little village boye sang two dougs to ws
oplendidly, Then we bad twe Afflecks — Agues
MeCrone as Wr. Mns. and Mise MacLewbiang.
They wene very good too. fune Rinlock came ae "W
Rewnedy, a widow" & stayed for the evening. There
were gucte a (ot of othens too.
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They thelped to entertain oun inuited wisitons. MWother,
Jesoie and 7 wene at Greenock in the moruing when 7
bought a big new winter coal,
Friday lot November
Wary cu bed all day with a bilious attack. She was to
tave goue to a wedding today. The others went to the
Ex. - all but Jessie & me. T met W.P. in the
aftennson, had a wall & ke came in and had tea with
ws. He io to be admitted to chunch memberstiits onight,
M. came thome at eight & went straight out again to the
senvice. Somy 7 cannot go. fessie in bed nou too,
Tuesday Sth Ne.
Magyie went to Sandbank to stay with Mre. Thomson
2l Satunday. Mary i Glasgew to sce the doctor.
Witlie Parber wae down ow Saturday and alee on

Monday evening. The commanion was leld on Sunday,
but Papa did ot go. We othens went.

Wed. 6th Yoo
Jeosce and 7 left hiene at ten to pay oar lact wisct tot le
Enhibition. Tt was a lovely fneoh mild day. et
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Mother in the #nt Gallences at 1 o'clock.

Daning the afternoon Jessée had a chain for an hoar with
uch a uice old man to wheel lien. ‘He took lier all
thrnough the Tudustrial Hall and round the Mackinery

Hall, stowing and explaining all the thinge of intercet.
Got lome at 6. 45 with Hndrew Smith in tain lhaving
ensoyed it thonoughly. 7 was wot at all tined, but
mather seemed to be.

Thanoday 7th Vou.
We had Marcon nogene, Mise Braid, Nine. AHflick and
Wns. Golin Laind calling. Wellie P. in the evening
when bie & 9 talled till wine o'clock, & then palyed
Py Py’ which Paia bought gestenday
Friday 5th Noo.
Wother and 7 called for Wine. Leith and Wirs. Frew.
Father at the Exhibition. did not go to see
lluminations in the evening which neither Y. nor 7 lhave
seen at all. Fad a lying wisct from 7id this morning.
Sat. 9t4 oo,
Wt Maggie coming home from Sandbank at 5 o'clock.
Rained all day. Wellic P did wot come down till about
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seven. We all played Ping-Pong & wonder of wonder!
ste beat me.

Papa was at chanch commeitice meeting. (laruegic has
offened to telp as get a £L500 organ for our wew chunch.
This was the cloding day of the Exticbition which has
troved a greal ducceds.
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